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he Athenian Mercury: 


a @aturday. December 2. 1693. | 


oe 


Eing Naturally inclined to Philofophy, ( altho’ 
I experience my own, together with my Sexes 


unfitnefs ( partly through Weaknets of our Con- 
ftitution, but more efpecially Want of Learning) to make 
any confiderable Progrefs in fuch kind of Studies ) I 
muft beg you would Oblige me with an Anfwer to 
the following Queries, and overlook {mall Faults, as 
falfe Spelling, which is Natural to our Sex : 


Queft. 1. Is Air @ Body ? 
An{w. Yes. 


Queft. 2. If a Body, after what manner rarified and 
condenfed ? 

Anjw. By a greater or lefs Motion, Motion ferments 
and feparates the Parts of Matter, through want of 
Motion, their Vis Centripeta the Preflure of the Atmo- 
{phere, or both, caufes a Subfiding, and by confequence 
a Condenfation or Coagulation of the loofer parts. 


Queft. 3. Whether compofed of Globofe Atoms ? 

Antw. What their Compofition is, We want a great- 
er Afliftance to our fighe than the finett Microfcopes can 
afford us, or the moft delicate Touch difcover ; nay, 
perhaps were they more obvious than they are now, 
we fhould be at a lofs to Anfwer the Queftion ; for 
even Water it felf, which is more difcernable to our 
Eye and Touch, js not vet difcovered as to its Com- 
potition Allthe Anfser this Queftion admits of is, 
that it’s much more probable that the Particles of Air 
are long aud hamous, and very ftiff, becaufe of their 
Springine(s and E'sftick Powers, which is fo evident in 
the Air-Gun, and in thofe many Experiments that have 
been made in Exhaufted Receivers. 


Queft. 4. If fo, whether {uch Attom bave an Elaftick 
quality ? 
An{w. Yes. 


Queft. 5. When the Circumambient Air is drawn from a 
mall Globule, why does it expand it [elf fo as to fill the 
empty {pace ? If you fay, Becaufe Nature abbors a Va- 
cuum 
Anfw. Nature neither loves nor abhors a Vacuum, 
but does always more or lefs admit one, or theré 
could be no fuch thing in Nature as Motion ; but the 
Reafon of a Globule of Air, or a Foot-ball’s expand- 
ing it felf, fometimes is from a greater or lets Preffure 
of the Atimofphere, when the Atmofphere prefles hard 
upon Globules, the Air within thofe Globules being 
not able to make a proportionable Counterpreffure, 
mult be forced to Contract it felf in lefler room ; but 
when the Atmofphere makes a lefs Preflure upon the 
Globule, the Air within overpowers the Refiftance 
Without, and by confequence expands it felf. 


Queft. 7. ———~ Then I defire to know how 4 Body can 
( without a Void, or overthrowing that part of the Common 
Definition of Master, viz. Impenetrability ) fupply thar place 
that will contain a hundred times the quantity of the fame 
kind of Body ? 

Anjw. This is anfwered in the aft. 


Queft. 7. Is there mot a Void or Vacuum in the Center 


of cach of ibofe Globole Bodies, which increafes or decreaf- 


€s in {pace as the extreams of the Globule is rare or ay? 
Aniw. No, the Vacuum is not in the Center, but 
jnterfpers'd throughout the whole. = 
The Perfon that fene thefe Queftions is defired to 
fend us word how a Letter may be directed to her, 
and fhe fhall have the reft anfwered in a little che. 


Queft. 8. Whether in the Refurrefion we fhail rife in 

the fame State as we dye, either of Infancy, Childhood or 
Manhood ? 
_ Anfw. We have not yet experienc’d that, and there 
fore ‘till then cannot return a pofitive Anfwer, only 
thus far, ’tis generally {uppos'd by Divines and School. 
men that we fhall rife at perfect Age, or about thole 
Years that our Saviour futfer’d in, viz. when he was 
Thirty three Years old. 


Queft. 9. Whether any Dayes be in themfelves Ominous 
and Unfortunate, according to the Opinion of the Romans. 
who had their Fafti and Netafti, their lucky and unlucky 
Days ? and particularly, Whether it be not a Supertitions 
Objervation in moft Perjons not to Attempt any Bufine/s 
Confeguence upon a Childermas or Innocents-day, vl | 
Affairs undertaken on that Day bave frequently mifcarvied ? 

Anfw. Whether there's more Folly or Impiety in 
fuch Obfervations, is the greateft Riddie ; St. Pau! feems 
to defpair of fome of his Hearefs, telling ‘em, Te ob- 
ferve Dayes and Times, 8ec. Um afraid 1 have beftowed uf 
on you Labour in vain. 


Queft. 10. Whether we may conclude any Certainty in 
the Prefages of Gypfies, fince the Event fo frequently An- 
fwers the Prediflion ? 

Anfw. The fame as in other probable Conjectures 
made by any Body elfe ; but as for their telling what 
has happened to Perlons (in order to gain a Belief 
what fhall happen ) ‘tis done by Combination, or En- 
quiries afore-hand, they having their Creatures and 
Meflengers who jgofbefore and get an Account of eve- 
ry ching, againft they have occation to ufe it. 


Queft. 11. Whether a fuddain Bleeding at the Nofe be 
Ominous to a Perfon that was never, or for many Tears 
troubled with it before ? 

Anfw. Stuff! Eternal Stuff! ’tis a Wonder fuch Peo- 
ple don’t admire they have Blood in their Veins, having 
not feen it for fome Years. 


Queft, 12. Whether the Chriftian and Sir-name beginning 
with the fame Letter denotes the Perfon Pore ? 

Anfw. Nothing near 10 much as ic becokens the Ob- 
fervers to be Fools, and fo perhaps make good Pyo- 
verb, Lucky Fool. 


Queft. 13. What is it in all Apparitions that affumes 
the Airy Vebicle, whether the Soul of she Body it reprefents, 
or fome other good or evil Spirit? and whether it be proper 
to (peak to fuch an Apparition ? and what is beft 10 be jaid 
to mn? 

An(w. Really Sir, We muft Confefs our Ignorance, 
We keep no Corréfpondence with Departed Spirits, 
and know as little of their Nature as thole that have no 
being ; We can only Anfwer in the Negative, They are 
not f, and fo; thole that are inquifitive into their Na- 
ture, and are at a lofs what Queltions to ask em whea 
they appear, feem to be very forgetful of cheir Incli- 
nations, fince nothing Would fatishe more than to ask 


‘em fuch Queftions as they want co be refolved in, ° 


Queft. 14. I have it from a Per{on of good Integrity, that 
the Genins of a Lady yet alive wis feen by ber whilft the 
living Perfon was remove, I defire +0 know what it is that 
afiuates this Apparition, and whether it prefages the Death 
of the Living Berfon whom it reprefents ? | 

Anjw. Ic has been generally believ’d ( and per 
not without very Reafon ) that every one, efpe- 
cially every good Perfon, has a Tutelary or Guardian 
Angel, to attend him, and which does fometimes ad- 


the avoiding of Dangers, and difcover- 

arg a and is fairly ather'd from ~— 

Exprefliens in Scripture, viz. fuch as lige’ n- 

cls do always bebold the Face of my Fasber, Sic. T .. are 

t forth as Minifiring Spirits to fuch as foali be rv 

of Salvation, 8c. which ts all we can fay to the Queifti- 
on. 


Queft. 15. Whether all Perfons that marry are by an un- 
avoidable Fate laid out for each other ? the Negative jeems 
moft agreeable to that Liberty of Will that Mankind jeems 
to have inall Civil Adtions, abil/t the Affirmative carries 
fome probability, fince we fee the moft likely ee often 
defeated, and the moft improbable as frequently effected 3 


aah an @ i,q. 
ges that are Confunmatea in the World: 


dren, and amongft them Baflards, we may not think 
that God Almighty is tne Author of Sin. In fhort, to 
{peak fafely, that we have a Natural Freedom and 
Liberty is certain, and that God does often over-rule 
it for his Glory, and che corns on the great Bufi- 
nefs of Univerfal Providence, and with refpect to the 
whole Univerie at once, is very certain. The beft way 
in fuch Cafes is, rather to eadeavour to do ones Duty, 
and leave the Difpofal of things fo far to God Almigh- 
ty, as to believe he does fuperintend over the World, 
and aéts as before. 


Queft. 16. Whether 4 Conjugal or fingle Effate be 
be ft ¢ 

An(w. St. Paul has given a better Anfwer already 
than we pretend to, usz. ‘Tis better to Marry than burn, 
tho’ fuch as Marry fhall have more Care and Trouble 
chan a Continent fingle Perlon. 


Queft. 17. Whether a Maid or Widdow is to be mere 
eafily Courted ? and what different Meafures muft be ta- 
ken by 2 Wooer in bis Addre(fes to either ? 

An'w. A Widdow by all means ; but general Rules 
are impoflible to be given for every one, unlefs all 
wete ofthe tame Temper and Sente. 


Queft. 18. Of late Years 1 have followed the 
Trade of a Pawn-broker, but dealt moft in the 
Reign of King James, and did ufually lend Mo- 
ney upon any thing that came to hand, and ve- 
ry often Stolen to my knowledge; and likewife 
to Perfons of Qualities Servants on rich Cloaths, 
when in my Confcience I knew they were too Va- 
luable for their Perguifites. By thefe ways and 
means, with the exorbitant Intereft that attends 
the Trade, I have got fome Money, and have 
now left off this unyjuft Occupation, and fell in- 
to other bufinefs. You hear my Cafe, and I de- 
fire to know, Whether thefe above be Sins? if 
fo, of what dye ? and which way I ousht or 
may make my Peace before I leave this tranfi- 
tory life, whether by Reflitution, according to 
Christ, or Fujtice, or by any Sacrifice to the 
Power above? In Anfwering of this you will high- 
ly fatisfie a Troubled Confctence, and fave a 
Wicked Liver from laying Violent Hands on 
bim{elf ? 

Anfw. This Queftion is Weful to be Pub- 
lifht, for a Cautionto Perfons to take Care 
of their Servants Honefty, &c. But in Anfwer, 
if you know of particelar Cheats, Extortions, 
@c. you ought and muft make particular 
Relticution, or expect no Salvation; if you 
know only in general, you ought not to 
throw away your Money, but make the 


beft Ufe of it you can in Charity, &c. and 
lead fuch a Pious good Life as may evi. 
dence your Repentance and bring you 
Peace. 


Apbertifements. 
There is Newly Publifhed 


a Traét on the Sabbath-Day ; wherein the keep. 

ing of the Firft-day of the Week a Sabbath 
is Juftified, by a Divine Command and a double Ex. 
ample contained in the Old and New Teflamenct ; with 
Antwers to the chiefeft Objections made by the Jewith 
feventh-day Sabbatharians and others. By I/aac Marlow, 
Price 1 s. London, Printed, and are to be Sold by 
H. Barnard at the Bible in the Poultrey, and by Hannah 
Smith at the Bible in Alder{gate-ftreet. 


(THe COMPLE AT LIBRARY. Vol. 2. Contain- 

ing an Hiltorical Account of the Choiceft 
Books Newly Printed in England and in the Forreign 
Journals : As alfo The State of Learning in the World. 
To be Continued Monthly. This tor July, Augué, 
September, Offober and November, 1693. By R.W. M.A. 
Price rs. 


cr He Third Edition of the Life and Death of the 
Reverend Mr. Elior, the firft Preasher of the 
Gofpel to the Indians in America. 


Both Printed for Fobn Dunton at the Raven fn the 
Poulirey: Ot whom 1s to be had the Fir/t Volume 
of the Compleat Library, Bound up with an Alpha- 
betical Table, or fingle Months from its firft Publi- 
cation to this time. 


ie Sw; Famous OYL for giving Eafe in the Gour 

( fo often mentioned in the Gazette ) prepared 
by Richard Stoughton, Apothecary, at the Hnicorn in 
Southwark. Approved, and given under the Hands of 
their Matefties Phyfitians, oh above twenty others Emi- 
nent of the Colledge, London, to be a Safe and Proper 
Medicine, no way hurttul, nor in the leaft repelling ; 
it being alio, by often Experience, found to be the beft 
outward Application ever made ufe of, for removing old 
Aches, Pains, Bruifes, Strains,Numbne(s, Stiffne/s, che want 
of Motion, and Weakne{s of any Part, ( elpecially thac 
Weakne(s.remaining after a Fit of the GOuT ) as alfo 
in the Palfie, and in Weaknefs and Rickets in Children: 
In thefe particulars I dare affirm no External Applicati- 
on in the World more effectual, and the fitteft Medi- 
cine for thofe that ( for fome of the Cafes above men- 
tioned ) ufe the Bath or Baguio, to be applied then when 
the Pores are open. It is ftill Sold( with a Paper of Di- 
rections at large) at Man's Coffee-houte at Charing-crofs, 
Richard's Coffee-Houfe at Temple-Barr ; by Mr. Leving- 
fone, Fruiterer at the Ryal Exchange Gate ; by Mrs. Gar- 
raway at the Cormer of Sweethings-Alley ; by T. Howkins 
in George-yard, Lombard-ftreet ; and at the Authors own 


Houle. The largeft Bottles Ten Shillings, che {malleft 
Five Shillings. 


Te fineft, ftrougeft Gun-Powder, Sold by Walser 
Livyd, at the Sign of the Ancient Fowler in Great 
Tower-ftreet, London, and no where elfe in England. And 
all other forts of Gun-Powder at reafonable Rates. 


Oft the 20th. of November laft, between Tower-Hill 
and Virginia-ftreet, a Ships Book of Accounts, and 
therein a parcel of Trades-mens Bills, and two Orders 
for two Tallies, one Numb. 877. for 500 1. to Charles 
ref Efg; the other Numb. 215. for 300 1. to Ed. 
Ruffel, Eig; whoever brings the faid Book and Bills 


to Mr. Fobn Pack at the Naked in Grace-Ch 
fhall have two Guinea’s Yyo-ad ‘fd ja ta ha 


LONDON, Priated for Jotm Dunton at the 
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Reven in the Poultrey , 1693. : 


